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Introduction

In the second half of the 16th century, the first Poles were exiled into Russia. At that time, 
the exiles were mostly the prisoners of war. The largest waves of forced Poles deporta-
tions to Russia occurred in the second half of the 18th century and early 19th century. 
After the Congress of Vienna, Poles also began to be exiled for political reasons, most 
following the failed Polish national uprisings (Caban, 2014: 99-100). In 1824, because 
of Nikolay Novosiltsev’s investigation against secret youth societies, the members the 
Vilnius Philomath Society (which was founded in 1817) were also exiled into Russia. 

The subject of this work is about the realities of their exile into the Russian Empire 
between 1824 and 1831. Its aim is to answer the following research question: What pic-
ture of the realities of the Vilnius Philomaths’ exile into Russia between 1824 and 1831 
emerges from their exile correspondence and from Tomasz Zan’s Diary From exile (orig-
inal title: Z wygnania)? The exiled Philomaths such as Tomasz Zan, Adam Suzin, and Jan 
Czeczot, will be described in this work as the Siberian exiles. This is because the Polish 
understanding of Siberia in the context of exiles refers not only to the geographically 
defined areas of the mentioned land, but also to the European Russian provinces near 
the Ural Mountains, Central Asia, the Far East, and the Caucasus (Zackiewicz, 2019: 5). 

Presentation of used historical sources

The research method used in this work is a critical analysis of the exile correspondence 
of the Vilnius Philomaths and Tomasz Zan’s diary From exile. It is worth noting that the 
used sources are classified as so-called ego-documents, because the events in them were 
described from a first-person perspective (Mascuch, Dekker, Baggerman, 2016), and that 
is why their subjective nature must be considered. It is also worth noticing, that despite 
of the preservation of the Philomaths’ exile correspondence and one diary, no memoirs 
written by them exist – nor telling their life story before the exile, nor about the exile 
itself or the existence after it (Janik, 1928: 101-102). The main source analyzed in this 
work is the exile correspondence. It is worth mentioning that the Philomaths, having 
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exchanged letters before their exile, were said to have written and preserved them (with 
other things such as archival documents, etc.) in their society for descendants (Olejnic-
zak, 2023: 28). That is why we can assume that at least some part of their correspond-
ence from the exile was written with the same goal and this could be a reason why so 
many letters describing it survived.

The most of preserved letters come from the Philomaths exiled to the European 
Russia. The largest number of them were written by Franciszek Malewski, mostly to 
his family. His correspondence to others has generally been preserved in smaller num-
bers. During the chronological period covered by this work, he sent his letters primar-
ily from Moscow and St. Petersburg, but some also originated from Odessa (Sudolski, 
1999b: 803-806). The correspondence from the other Philomaths exiled to the Europe-
an Russia is significantly fewer compared to the surviving correspondence of Malewski, 
but this does not diminish its importance in this work. From Onufry Pietraszkiewicz, 
exiled to Moscow, the surviving letters are mainly (like those of Malewski) letters to his 
family from years 1825-1831. His exile correspondence was addressed primarily from 
Moscow. Interestingly, some of it also originated from what was then Lithuania (Sudol-
ski, 1997: 451-452). Letters from the Moscow exile were also written by Cyprian Dasz-
kiewicz and they are important for this work, because they contain a lot of information 
about the Philomaths exiled to various parts of Russia (Sudolski, 1997: 307). However, 
their number is small because Daszkiewicz died in 1829 (Borowczyk, 2014: 263) aged 
only twenty-six. The work will also make use, to a lesser extent, of letters written by Józef 
Jeżowski and Adam Mickiewicz.

From the Philomaths exiled to Siberia the most preserved letters were written by To-
masz Zan and Jan Czeczot. Zan’s exile letters mostly come from Orenburg (though not 
exclusively), and his main recipient was Malewski (Sudolski, 1999a: 572-573). It is worth 
noting that Zan tried in them to show extensively his impressions of exile, as well as his 
mental and physical condition (Sudolski, 1999a: 41). The preserved letters of Czeczot 
were written in years 1826-1830 and they are from cities of Kizyl and Ufa near the Ural 
Mountains. The Philomath was sending his letters mostly to Zan and Adam Suzin, who 
in turn the least number of exile letters among all the exiled Philomaths. Only two of 
them written to Zan from the city of Orsk survived to this day (Sudolski, 1999a: 574-575).  

Apart from the really abundant exile correspondence, the author also uses the only 
preserved diary from the period of exile of the Philomaths: Zan’s diary From Exile (Sobol, 
2015: 98). It was published in 1929 in Vilnius by Maria Dunajówna. Zan describes in it 
his yearlong imprisonment in the Orenburg fortress and his later exile in the city. The 
diary was originally intended to describe his exile until 1837, but ultimately, the notes 
from 1832-1837 were not preserved. It should be added that the source edition done by 
Dunajówna did not include all Zan’s notes, as they were said to contain many repeti-
tions and did not add anything new to the information about his exile (Zan, 1929: 12-
14). The most complete account has been preserved of his imprisonment in the fortress 
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from December 1824 to December the following year and of his exile in Orenburg and 
its surroundings between 1827-1830. It should also be emphasized that the diary From 
Exile combined features of various diary genres (Sobol, 2015: 99-100).

Realities of the Philomaths’ life in exile into the European Russia

An analysis of the Philomaths’ exile in the provinces of European Russia should begin 
with describing their brief stay in St. Petersburg, where they were initially sent (Sudols-
ki, 1997: 24). As Malewski’s letters demonstrate, the Russian capital was expensive. For 
example, in his letter from 12th/24th of November 1824, he described his stay in a very 
expensive hotel after arriving in the city (Sudolski, 1999b: 105). He also noted that his 
expenses would have been exceptionally high, but fortunate to him, he stayed in an 
apartment of a certain man called Rodion and during that time he also dined as a guest 
in apartments of various citizens of St. Petersburg. Nevertheless, his expenses were so 
burdensome that he asked his own father for financial assistance after only a month of 
exile, and even before choosing its final place of residence (Sudolski, 1999b: 107-108, 
110-111). The cost of living in St. Petersburg was also said to have placed a significant 
burden on Cyprian Daszkiewicz (Sudolski, 1997: 309). Based on these two accounts, it 
can be concluded that the financial situation of the Philomaths during their temporary 
stay in the city was difficult. However, it is worth emphasizing a certain uniqueness of 
Malewski’s situation, because during the first years of his exile, he was financially de-
pendent on his father (Borowczyk, 2014: 279).

At the end of January 1825, some of the Philomaths departed from St. Petersburg to 
Odessa, choosing it as their official place of exile. However, their stay there was short, 
as the Tsarist authorities banned the Philomaths from staying in the southern provinc-
es of European Russia shortly before their arrival in the city (Kaźmierczyk, 2016: 291, 
294). In his first letter from 17th of February/1st of March 1825, shortly after he arrived 
in Odessa, Malewski described how, from his perspective, food was cheap there. He 
also mentioned that the apartment he rented (a room with a corridor) costed 25 assig-
nation roubles per month in its shell (i.e., without furniture). According to the letter, it 
was supposedly expensive for him personally, although he noted that as for usual stand-
ards it was cheap anyway (Sudolski, 1999b: 116). His living expenses did not exceed 1 
assignation rouble per day, and he described his financial situation in the city as good 
(Sudolski, 1999b: 118). However, due to his imminent necessity to leave the city (and 
the related expenses, e.g., travel), he asked his father for additional financial support, 
which he found difficult to obtain despite his urgent need (Sudolski, 1999b: 116, 118). 
As he described in the letter from 20th of May/1st of June 1825, his overall situation in 
the city became difficult, as he was still living there and remained unemployed (Sudol-
ski, 1999b: 120) without having a source of an income. The situation of Józef Jeżowski 
and Adam Mickiewicz was similar, and their means of subsistence in the city, previous-
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ly provided by the Tsarist government, began to dwindle. Only Daszkiewicz found a job 
at the Bank of the Ministry of Finance (Kaźmierczyk, 2016: 299).

The Philomaths stayed in Odessa until July 1825, with only Mickiewicz remaining 
in the city until December of the same year (Kaźmierczyk, 2016: 300). Later, they found 
themselves in the exile in Moscow for a longer period, although for example Onufry Pi-
etraszkiewicz had already been there since January 1825 (Borowczyk, 2014: 377). An 
interesting insight into the situation of the Philomaths in the city was provided by a let-
ter from 30th of August/11th of September 1826 written by Daszkiewicz: “Józef, Adam, 
and Franciszek live together, the first one does not give any lessons at the University 
and receives 300 assignation roubles per year, the next two do nothing in the chancel-
leries and receive nothing as a reward. Brudewicz and Pietraszkiewicz have the candi-
dacy degree at the University and receive 300 assignation roubles per year. All three of 
them, who are at the University, are on duty at various intervals. [...] The banker [Daszk-
iewicz – author’s note] has 800 assignation roubles [as an annual salary – author’s note], 
good apartment, fuel and light, and has climbed up to the position of vice-secretary” 
(Sudolski, 1997: 317).

Mickiewicz, Malewski, and Jeżowski had been living together since February 1826 
(Sudolski, 1999b: 134, note 5). Before that date, it is known that Malewski’s financial 
situation in Moscow (despite the supposedly lower cost of living there than in Odessa) 
was quite difficult, and already in November he once again asked his father to support 
him with 200 assignation roubles, although, as he explained, such a need was caused 
by the Philomath’s forced additional medical expenses (Sudolski, 1999b: 125, 127). Af-
ter moving in with the Philomaths, he described that the apartment he paid for costed 
as much as the one in Odessa – i.e., 25 assignation roubles per month. Jeżowski was re-
sponsible for food provisioning, and its total cost, according to the letter, was 1 assig-
nation rouble and 30 kopecks per day – i.e., approximately 40 assignation roubles per 
month (Sudolski, 1999b: 135-136).

It is worth mentioning in this context that significant financial support for the ex-
iled Philomaths came from Malewski’s father, Szymon Malewski, who regularly sent 
money to his exiled son. According to the letters, to cover his expenses in 1826, he con-
tributed approximately 1,400 assignation roubles (Sudolski, 1999b: 130, 135, 137, 144, 
148) and 50 silver roubles, which, according to the conversion rate provided in the let-
ter from 5th/17th of August 1826, were the equivalent of 185 assignation roubles (Su-
dolski, 1999b: 139-140) – i.e., 1 silver rouble = 3.70 assignation roubles (and this con-
version rate will be used throughout the rest of the article). This support (around 430 
silver roubles in total) was not modest and was even close to the salaries received by 
employees of the Imperial University of Vilnius at that time (Beauvois, 1991: 107). It is 
likely that thanks to this support, the situation of the three Philomaths living together 
in Moscow was quite good at the time, and the confirmation of that can be seen in the 
letter of Mickiewicz from 9th of June 1826, where he wrote: “I live together with Fran-
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ciszek and Jerzy; we have our own quite good table and our existence is not that bad” 
(Niedzielski, 1870: 12).

It is worth noting that Jeżowski, Malewski, and Mickiewicz, frequently changed their 
place of residence in Moscow. They lived in the previously mentioned apartment un-
til the end of September or beginning of October 1826 (Sudolski, 1999b: 146). They ex-
changed it for a very similar one, because, as Malewski wrote in his letter from 18th/30th 
of January 1827, they paid for it 75 assignation roubles quarterly (Sudolski, 1999b: 157). 
Their financial situation at the beginning of 1827 was supposedly good, but they be-
gan to suffer from a lack of funds as the payment for the apartment they rented was ap-
proaching (Sudolski, 1999b: 153). Malewski also reported a certain financial shortage 
in the spring, when his father gave him 200 assignation roubles, which were not suffi-
cient to cover all expenses. Generally, in 1827, according to his account, the financial 
support from his family was much smaller than in previous years and it significantly af-
fected his quality of life in exile (Sudolski, 1999b: 158-159).

Despite that, at the turn of May and June of that same year, Mickiewicz and Malews-
ki, without Jeżowski, moved together into an apartment in the side part of the Razu-
movsky’s Palace, for which they paid 7 assignation roubles more per month (meaning 
it could have costed 32 assignation roubles per month in total). Living costs, therefore, 
rose significantly, making their living conditions more difficult. However, it should be 
noted that Malewski described the new apartment very positively. As he wrote in the 
letter from 29th of May/10th of June 1827, he had a large and well-lit room. Moreover, 
the Razumovsky’s Palace also had a garden (Sudolski, 1999b: 163-165). As for Jeżowski, 
his situation after separating from Mickiewicz and Malewski was quite unstable. “I am 
constantly on the ice” (Sudolski, 1999b: 782), he wrote to Joachim Lelewel in early 1828 
about his exile in Moscow. Meanwhile, in October 1827, Mickiewicz and Malewski were 
about to change their apartment again. As Malewski described in a letter to his sisters 
from 10th/22nd of October 1827, their new flat had two rooms and was divided by 
a corridor. What is worth noticing, it was more expensive than their former apartment 
in the Razumovsky’s Palace (though the exact price is unknown, as it was not speci-
fied). Furthermore, it lacked a table, so their financial situation was worse at that time 
(Sudolski, 1999b: 169).

They did not live in this flat for long, as already in December 1827, they moved to St. 
Petersburg. There, they were initially living with a man named Marian Piasecki (Sudols-
ki, 1999b: 174). As it turns out, Mickiewicz lived with Piasecki and Malewski under one 
roof only until the end of January 1828 and then moved to Moscow, where he stayed in 
Daszkiewicz’s apartment, which was supposedly comfortable and spacious (Sudolski, 
1997: 332-333). His stay in Moscow, however, was short, and in May of the same year, 
he came back to St. Petersburg (Borowczyk, 2014: 298). Meanwhile, Malewski, having 
returned to the city after three years, once again complained about the excessively high 
costs of living in the city, which were supposedly significantly higher than in Moscow 
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(Sudolski, 1999b: 179). However, it turned out that there were much better life perspec-
tives. About half a year after arriving in St. Petersburg, when more than three years of 
his exile had passed, he finally received a paid job in the Third Department of the Sen-
ate of the Russian Empire (Sudolski, 1999b: 185). According to Daszkiewicz’s letter to 
Lelewel from 17th of February/1st of March 1829, his annual salary, which he specif-
ically received for his work with Lithuanian metrics, was to be 1,000 assignation rou-
bles (Sudolski, 1997: 338) – i.e. 270 silver roubles, which allowed him to achieve a cer-
tain financial independence.

He was forced to achieve it completely after Mickiewicz left Russia in May 1829 be-
cause of the termination of his exile (Borowczyk, 2014: 298). Previously, having lived to-
gether in St. Petersburg, they had supported themselves jointly (Sudolski, 1999b: 190), 
although Mickiewicz travelled to Moscow in the second half of 1828 and at the begin-
ning of spring 1829 (Sudolski, 1999b: 190, note 3), and then Malewski was forced to bear 
all the material burdens alone. Their apartment, as he described in a letter to his sisters 
from 6th/18th of July 1829 (after Mickiewicz left Russia), was said to be large and filled 
with paintings, as well as portraits of family, friends, and other important figures (such 
as Peter Andreevich Wiazemsky). In addition, he hired servants who, according to the 
account, along with housing expenses, costed him his entire salary which he received 
for his work in the Third Department of the Russian Senate – a total of 1,000 assigna-
tion roubles per year. Previously, the Philomaths had paid this sum jointly (when Mick-
iewicz was present in St. Petersburg), which, as can be seen, eased the exile hardships 
for both Malewski and Mickiewicz. After Mickiewicz left Russia, Malewski was forced 
to pay everything himself (Sudolski, 1999b: 195-196). Therefore, as he describes in a let-
ter from 16th/28th April 1830, although he was satisfied with his work, his salary was 
too small (Sudolski, 1999b: 206), and thus his living conditions became more difficult. 

In September 1830, Malewski moved into a new apartment, which, as the descrip-
tion suggests, had two rooms and was provided by the state (Sudolski, 1999b: 208-209). 
His situation changed completely the following year – his income was to almost triple 
to as much as 3,000 assignation roubles (ca. 810 silver roubles) per year, and, as he de-
scribed, he was supposed to earn 2,500 assignation roubles (ca. 675 silver roubles) of 
fixed salary from 1832 onwards. He perceived his situation from that moment on as tru-
ly good (and undoubtedly it was), because, as he wrote to Mateusz Domeyko in a letter 
from 17th/29th of March 1831: “[…] how many families earn 3,000 [assignation – au-
thor’s note] roubles?” (Sudolski, 1999b: 351).

The ones who stayed in the exile in Moscow the longest were Daszkiewicz and Pi-
etraszkiewicz – who eventually remained in exile in the city until 1831, after which he 
was exiled to Siberia (Sudolski, 1997: 29-30) due to his alleged participation in Nikolay 
Sungorov’s conspiracy (Śliwowska, 1965: 104-108). Describing Daszkiewicz’s realities 
of life in the exile first, it is worth noticing, that his initial situation in the city was quite 
difficult. His salary after arriving from Odessa in the second half of 1825 was said to 
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be only 16.5 assignation roubles per month (approximately 200 assignation roubles per 
year, which was equivalent to 55 silver roubles per year). As he described in a letter to 
Lelewel from 24th of March/5th of April 1826, he managed to live in the exile in the city 
without major problems thanks to his earnings from translating literature, for which he 
received as much as 50 assignation roubles per month (600 assignation roubles or ap-
proximately 160 silver roubles per year) and one-time financial assistance offered to him 
by a certain man named Dogiel. 

Probably from the beginning of the following year, according to what he wrote in 
the letter to Lelewel from 24th of March/5th of April 1826, he was to hold a better-paid 
position as vice-secretary in a bank (Sudolski, 1997: 309), specifically at the Moscow 
Economic Bank (Borowczyk, 2003: 759). As we learned from the letter to Lelewel from 
30th of August/11th of September 1826 already quoted above, he earned 800 assigna-
tion roubles a year (approximately 215 silver roubles) and could also afford to rent an 
apartment, which he described as well-heated and lit. Even as an expat, in a letter from 
7th/19th of January 1827, he compared his life quality to that of Edward Odyniec, who 
then lived in Warsaw – because, as Daszkiewicz describes, his material situation was 
similar to his (Sudolski, 1997: 319). This is a quite interesting subjective observation, 
which shows that he and other exiled Philomaths with similar or slightly higher in-
comes, despite certain difficulties, were in a financial situation not dissimilar to that of 
many ordinary free people.

The realities of Pietraszkiewicz’s exile in Moscow were initially just as difficult as 
those of other Philomaths. According to his letter to Zan from 19th of November/1st 
of December 1825, he earned 300 assignation roubles (ca. 80 silver roubles) per year as 
an assistant professor at Moscow University (Sudolski, 1997: 431). His earnings were 
also confirmed by Daszkiewicz in the letter quoted above from September of the fol-
lowing year. However, it is worth noting that this information was already out of date 
at the time Daszkiewicz wrote the letter. Therefore, Pietraszkiewicz had earned 300 as-
signation roubles per year at most until the end of August 1826, because he mentioned 
in a letter from 22nd of August/3rd of September 1826 that his salary had increased 
to 600 assignation roubles (ca. 160 silver roubles) per year. Also, like Daszkiewicz, he 
earned additional income from translating books. His income from it in 1826 was said 
to be around 400 assignation roubles – i.e., approximately 110 silver roubles (Sudols-
ki, 1997: 435). It is also interesting that his salary was to increase again by November of 
the following year, practically doubling, thanks to his employment at the Moscow Ped-
agogical Institute, which allowed him to earn around 350 silver roubles (1295 assigna-
tion roubles) per year (Cwenk, 2006: 121). Despite this income, his financial situation 
was difficult. His first trip to the Vilnius region certainly deprived him of his means of 
subsistence, during which he admitted: “[…] [I am – author’s note] naked, I have spent 
every penny” (Sudolski, 1997: 76), and after which he complained (presumably as a re-
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sult) about his meagre income (Sudolski, 1997: 80). A year later, he was still struggling 
to live in exile in Moscow (Sudolski, 1997: 83).

Realities of the Philomaths’ life exiled to Siberia

There was a significant difference between the hardships of the Philomaths’ exile in the 
European Russia and in Siberia, because the last ones first had to survive a stay in Rus-
sian fortresses, which made their first year in exile a continuation of their imprisonment, 
which lasted from autumn 1823, when most of Philomaths had been arrested in a re-
sult of ongoing Nikolay Novosiltsev’s investigation in Vilnius (Borowczyk, 2003: 246). 
In the only surviving notes from the Philomaths’ imprisonment in the fortress, Zan 
wrote: “Nothing has changed around me, nothing has improved. […] they make me suf-
fer amidst the stuffiness and the company of drunks and the infected” (Zan, 1929: 20). 
In a letter attached to his diary, he also mentioned the cell’s humidity, its filth, and the 
terrible air quality caused by his fellow prisoners smoking cigarettes with a very strong, 
poor-quality tobacco (Zan, 1929: 21). His cell was also reportedly poorly heated (Zan, 
1929: 34). The fellow prisoners were not always present in his cell, and then the air qual-
ity was said to have improved significantly (Zan, 1929: 53). Furthermore, as a prison-
er in the Orenburg fortress, Zan could have had literature and writing materials (which 
can be inferred from the fact that he was engaged in translation of it), and he even re-
ceived some books from the local military officer Ignacy Lebedev (Zan, 1929: 33-37). 
His situation improved in May 1825, as he received partial permission to leave the for-
tress prison and, most importantly, began to establish contacts with the city’s local elite 
in Orenburg (Bednarczuk, 2015: 96).

After leaving the fortress permanently, Zan received much of a help from it, which 
made his life in exile easier: “In every […] house I am kindly welcomed and my situation 
is not at all unpleasant and is far better than I had imagined” (Sudolski, 1999a: 257) – 
he wrote to Ignacy Domeyko in a letter from 25th of July/6th of August 1826. From the 
very beginning, he was provided with free food, a place to sleep, and even entertained 
with activities such as playing cards (Zan, 1929: 66-70). In addition, the hosts provid-
ed Zan with books and clothing – for example, a coat and a frock coat (Sudolski, 1999a: 
266). As for his sources of income in exile, he mentioned in one of his letters to Gener-
al Pavel Suchtelen from 20th of July/1st of August 1830 that since his release from pris-
on he had been receiving a stipend of 50 kopecks a day from the police, have been giv-
en an incredibly low salary of 182.50 assignation roubles (approx. 50 silver roubles) per 
year, which, as he himself described, was barely enough to pay the rent and provide fuel 
and lighting (Sudolski, 1999a: 275).

His additional income came from translating books. For example, in August 1826, he 
began translating a work entitled On Self-Knowledge (Zan, 1929: 67). According to his 
correspondence, by the following summer he had earned 100 silver roubles for trans-
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lating a textbook entitled Conversation sur la philosophie naturelle (twice the amount 
of his exile benefit provided by the state). Furthermore, during his exile, he was finan-
cially supported, as far as possible, by the Philomaths exiled to the European Russia. In 
1827, they were said to have given him 60 assignation roubles by mail. Overall, his to-
tal earnings at that time, as he stated, were not to exceeding the modest sum of 400 as-
signation roubles (approx. 110 silver roubles) per year. In addition, he expected to soon 
receive an additional 100 assignation roubles for translating the book On Self-Knowl-
edge (Sudolski, 1999a: 262).

As can be seen, he, as an expat, had a truly modest income, which was essential-
ly insufficient for him to survive on his own in Orenburg. Despite this, he lived quite 
comfortably. From April 1827, he began teaching a boy named Piotrek (Zan, 1929: 74), 
the son of General Stanisław Ciołkowski. As we learn from the letters, in exchange for 
teaching the young boy, he was to be taken care of by his father and provided with lodg-
ings and food (Sudolski, 1999a: 266). This appears to have been a quite high standard 
of care. This is confirmed by a letter to Malewski from 1st/13th of August 1828: “I have 
no shortage of basic needs, I eat tasty borscht and drink good wine or liqueur” (Sudol-
ski, 1999a: 142). He also continued to receive some assistance from the Philomaths ex-
iled to the European Russia. Mickiewicz and Daszkiewicz were said to have supported 
the Orenburg exile with a total of 75 assignation roubles (Sudolski, 1999a: 142). Mean-
while, in 1829, their support was said to have totalled 60 assignation roubles, and he 
also received books and clothes from them (Zan, 1929: 167).

The standard of care provided by General Ciołkowski was not constant. Already in 
a letter from late 1828, Zan indicated that his material situation had begun to wors-
en due to insufficient assistance from the general (Sudolski, 1999a: 268). The turning 
point in this matter came in 1829, when, as he described in a letter to Antoni Malews-
ki: “Ciołkowski […] having become commandant, understood that providing me with 
a shelter and relief would not be compatible with his duties and safety, and in addition 
he hired a Frenchman for the children to replace me. Therefore, I had to move out of 
his house completely; I gladly did so, as I wished to live with Suzin, who was then join-
ing the border service commission” (Sudolski, 1999a: 272). Ciołkowski stopped mate-
rially supporting Zan in June 1829. He, then, moved to Orenburg (as also confirmed 
by the letter quoted above) with Adam Suzin. He described their living conditions in 
their new apartment there as follows: “We rented two rooms with a table, and laundry 
for 40 [assignation – author’s note] roubles a month” (Zan, 1929: 170). As the descrip-
tion cited above suggests, maintaining the city costed the two Philomaths a total of 480 
assignation roubles (130 silver roubles) a year. Despite the forced change of residence, 
Zan continued to teach Piotr Ciołkowski and his siblings (Zan, 1929: 170), for which 
he probably received 200 assignation roubles (ca. 55 silver roubles) a year from the chil-
dren’s father, as he stated in his diary (Zan, 1929: 179).
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Regarding Suzin, initially exiled to Orsk, it is known that, like Zan, he was provided 
with accommodation, and therefore likely care and food, by the local urban elite. This 
is confirmed by the phrase “My respects to the mayors” which was used in a letter from 
Zan to Suzin from 12th/24th of October 1826 as a greeting to his hosts (Sudolski, 1999a: 
260-261, note 32). We also learn that Suzin, like Zan, at least in 1827-1828, gave pri-
vate lessons (specifically to children) which were important source of his income (Su-
dolski, 1999a: 263, 269). Some letters also stated that, in addition, Suzin was engaged in 
farming. According to them, he sowed wheat and traded it (Sudolski, 1997: 339; Sudol-
ski, 1999a: 142). As we learn from the correspondence quoted above between Zan and 
Antoni Malewski, Suzin was in Orsk until mid-1829 at the latest, because then he be-
gan working at the Border Commission in Orenburg, where he moved in with the au-
thor of the letter quoted above.

Their shared material situation during joint living was difficult. In 1830, he described 
it as wretched. He also wrote that, due to lack of funds, he and Suzin were once again 
forced to rely on the hospitality of locals in Orenburg, who once again provided food 
for the Philomaths. At that time, as the letter indicates, Zan continued to teach the sib-
lings of Ciołkowski’s deceased son (Sudolski, 1999a: 146-147, 142-143), for which he 
likely received mentioned earlier 200 assignation roubles per year. The income from this 
work was obviously insufficient for him, because, as he revealed in his letter to Gener-
al Count Suchtelen: “[…] [I have – author’s note] no possibility to engage in any more 
serious occupations, and likewise bereft of the wherewithal to sustain myself [...]” (Su-
dolski, 1999a: 274).

When analyzing the realities of Zan and Suzin’s exile between Europe and Asia in 
years 1824-1831, it is also worth discussing the realities of life of Jan Czeczot, who was 
exiled to Ufa. His situation there was difficult. He briefly reported in a letter to Suzin 
from 6th/18th of July 1826 that he had limited resources and had to limit some food 
purchases, even though the city was well-stocked. Furthermore, he was in debt (Sudol-
ski, 1999a: 493). Daszkiewicz also provided some insight into the Philomath’s situation 
in Ufa in his letter to Lelewel from 1827. He noted that Czeczot (like other Philomaths) 
translated books, specifically Washington Irving’s novels, and this was likely one of his 
sources of income during his exile (Sudolski, 1997: 328-330, note 32).

In 1828, he became a clerk in Ufa (Sudolski, 1999a: 452) and, as described by Zan, 
dealt primarily with tax matters (Sudolski, 1999a: 141). By this point, Czeczot’s previous-
ly mentioned debt had grown to 130 assignation roubles, and maintaining his position 
in the city was to cost him over 30 assignation roubles per month (i.e., approximately 
100 silver roubles per year). However, like Zan he was not left on his own in exile and 
received some material support from the Philomaths exiled to the European Russia. In 
his letter, Czeczot specifically mentioned 50 assignation roubles he received from Pie-
traszkiewicz (Sudolski, 1999a: 498). As for his job, which he held precisely at the Gov-
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ernor’s Chancellery in Ufa, according to Daszkiewicz, his monthly salary was 30 assig-
nation roubles (Sudolski, 1997: 339), which was slightly less than his living costs in the 
city. However, his living conditions was slightly better thanks to private lessons which 
he provided for Tatars in the city. His salary from that job was 25 assignation roubles 
per month – exactly 80 assignation roubles per year (Sudolski, 1999a: 501). Thanks to 
this, his exile situation was bearable from 1828 onwards. Czeczot’s situation was cer-
tainly further improved by the material support from the other exiled Philomaths and 
perhaps also thanks to the translation of books.

Summary

This article, analyzing the stay of the Vilnius Philomaths in exile into Russia from 1824 
to 1831, aimed to answer the following research question: What picture of the reality 
of the stay of the Vilnius Philomaths in exile in the depths of Russia from 1824 to 1831 
emerges from their exile correspondence and Zan’s Diary From Exile?

Starting with the reality of the stay of the Philomaths in exile in the European Rus-
sia from 1824 to 1831, it should be noted that their living conditions were generally un-
stable and dynamic. As the article demonstrated, the exiled Philomaths often changed 
their place of residence, moving from one apartment to another within the same city or 
to a completely different location within the empire. It is worth noting that their apart-
ments were generally decent, although, of course, they did not always contain all the 
necessary amenities. Their financial situation was quite good at times, but just as often 
they scraped by due to the high costs of living. The realities of the Philomaths’ life in ex-
ile into the European Russia is perfectly summarized by the following quote from a let-
ter by Daszkiewicz to Lelewel from 1827: “In general, none of the local circumstances 
are unpleasant; only the lack of an adequate means of subsistence makes itself felt ever 
more clearly and painfully” (Sudolski, 1997: 329). Thus, the living conditions of the 
Philomaths in exile in the European Russia between 1824 and 1831 were generally not 
bad, but they did not allow them to live in prosperity and affluence.

Regarding the realities of the Philomaths’ stay in Siberia during this period, initial-
ly, unlike those exiled to the European Russia, their situation due to their stay in Rus-
sian fortresses was very dramatic. Later on, however, their stay was quite bearable, de-
spite significantly lower incomes than the ones of the Philomaths exiled to the European 
Russia and similar instability. This was for two main reasons. The first was the ad hoc 
assistance of locals, who provided the Philomaths with free food and lodgings. The sec-
ond was translating literature for money or providing private lessons to various indi-
viduals – also for a fee, or optionally, as the case of Zan demonstrated, in exchange for 
temporary financial assistance. 
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Abstract:  Two years after the end of the Napoleonic Wars, the Philomath Society was founded at the 
Imperial University of Vilnius, which had existed since 1803. In 1823, the Philomaths became the target 
of an investigation conducted in Vilnius by Russian senator Nikolay Novosiltsev. This investigation 
resulted in a verdict issued a year later, which sentenced individual members of the Society to exile to 
remote Russian provinces. This work aims to analyze this phase of the lives of the Vilnius Philomaths 
from 1824 to 1831. To achieve this goal, the author utilizes their extensive correspondence, as well as 
Tomasz Zan’s diary, From Exile. The first part of the work discusses the hardships of exile in European 
Russia (i.e., Moscow, St. Petersburg, and temporarily also Odessa) of Philomaths such as Franciszek 
Malewski, Onufry Pietraszkiewicz, Cyprian Daszkiewicz, Adam Mickiewicz, and Józef Jeżowski. The 
second chapter analyzes the sojourn on the border between Europe and Asia of Tomasz Zan, Jan Czec-
zot, and Adam Suzin, who among the Philomath Society members received the harshest punishments. 
The author also includes these individuals among the Siberian exiles. The dissertation concludes with 
a summary of the realities of the Philomaths’ exile in the depths of Russia.
Keywords: Philomaths, Philomath Society, exile, correspondence, Siberia, Russia, Taken Lands, repres-
sions, realities of life
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