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Report of the 3rd Congress of the Polish International Studies
Association International Security Study: Global-Regional and Cultural-Civilization
Context of Securitization, 6-7 November 2025, Biatystok, Poland

The 3rd Congress of the Polish International Studies Association took place from 6 to 7
of November, 2025 in Bialystok, Poland. The Congress was organized by the Polish In-
ternational Studies Association and University of Bialystok. The main area of interest
of the 3rd Congress were the challenges of securitization based on theoretical concepts
and practical solutions. More than 200 people participated in the Congress. The author
attended six panels and delivered a presentation during one of them.

The Congress started with the opening session, including the speeches of dr hab.
Adam Robert Bartnicki, prof. UwB, the Dean of the International Relations Faculty of
the University of Bialystok, and prof. dr. hab. Edward Halizak, the Chairman of Pol-
ish International Studies Association. There was also an awards ceremony in which the
scholars who achieved major accomplishments during 2025 received a PISA prize.

The first plenary session was titled Searching for New European Security Architecture
and was moderated by prof. Halizak. The panelists, that is prof. dr. Gunther Hellmann
from Goethe Universitdt Frankfurt am Main, prof. Yevhen Mahda from Igor Sikorsky
Kyiv Polytechnic Institute, prof. dr hab. Marek Pietras from Maria Curie-Sklodowska
University in Lublin and dr Wojciech Michnik from Jagiellonian University in Krakow,
discussed the need for of a new European security architecture, taking into considera-
tion the challenges coming from East and West.

The second plenary session titled Theoretical-Methodological Identity pf Internation-
al Relations in Poland was moderated by prof. Marek Pietra$. The report of dr Magdale-
na Kozub-Karkut was dedicated to the perspectives of post-positivism in International
Relations. Dr hab. Pawel Borkowski and prof. Halizak presented the perspectives of In-
ternational Relations as an academic discipline.

The panel titled New Problems Old Demons. Middle and Eastern Europe in the dis-
course of Security was moderated by dr hab. Katarzyna Marzeda-Mtynarska. Prof. Walen-
ty Baluk presented the role of Poland and Ukraine in the changing architecture of se-
curity in Central and Eastern Europe. The key element of his speech was the aggression
of Russia towards Ukraine and the potential threat that this event may pose for Poland.
Dr hab. Ireneusz Topolski talked about the main military instruments in the politics of
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the Russian Federation implemented towards Central and Eastern Europe. Prof. Topol-
ski underlined the meaning of nuclear and hypervolume weapons, mainly mentioned
in political speeches of the Russian Federation and their actual, potential threat to Eu-
rope. PhD student of UMCS, Patrycja Mac, presented a paper titled Strategic Culture of
Russia towards Eastern Europe in the Aspect of Securitization.

The panel titled Ethics in International Relations. Theory and Challenges was moderat-
ed by dr hab. Danuta Kabat-Rudnicka. She presented the ethical basis of Constructiv-
ism theory. Mainly, she focused on the role of Constructivism in the world’s politics.
Dr Tomasz Madras talked about the ethical values of the Neoclassical Realism theory
in International Relations.

The panel titled Expansive Foreign Policy of Russia. Consequences for the Region was mod-
erated by dr hab. Rafal Lisiakiewicz. Dr Tomasz Pugacewicz presented the influence of
the decisions of Donald Trump’s administration on the security of Eastern Europe. Dr
Damian Strycharz talked about the pluralism of Russian foreign policy and its danger
to the security of Central and Eastern Europe. Julia Luberda presented foreign policy
of Poland towards Russia. She underlined how the role theory allows to better under-
stand Eastern policy of Poland after 2009. PhD student of the University of Bialystok,
Dobrowolski Olgierd Lech, presented the doctrines of Evgeni Promakov. He mainly dis-
cussed Foreign Policy of Russia in the aspect of Structural Realism. The author present-
ed the influence of Russian diplomacy on the cultural security of Armenia. He mainly
talked about the impact of Russia on Armenian cultural security via financing Armeni-
an media companies and Armenian politicians, as well as Russia’s efforts to demonize
Turkey by spreading the message: “If not Russia, Turkey will attack Armenia”. Howev-
er, this kind of weak propaganda used by Russia as the means of demonization does not
seem to be up to date according to contemporary standards.

The panel titled Soft Power and Hard Borders was moderated by prof. dr hab. Wojciech
Sleszynski. Dr hab. Hanna Schreiber presented the securitization of intangible cultur-
al heritage coordinated by UNESCO. Dr hab. Anna Uminska-Woroniecka talked about
the role of cultural heritage in Foreign Policy of a state. Dr hab. Agata Zietek presented
the role of cultural heritage in shaping the power of a state.

The Congress ended with the closing ceremony, in which it was announced that the next
one will take place in November 2026 in Gdansk.
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